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The Little Hoover Commission, formally known as the Milton Marks
“Little Hoover” Commission on California State Government
Organization and Economy, is an independent state oversight agency.

By statute, the Commission is a bipartisan board composed of five public
members appointed by the Governor, four public members appointed
by the Legislature, two Senators and two Assemblymembers.

In creating the Commission in 1962, the Legislature declared its purpose:

...to secure assistance for the Governor and itself in promoting economy, efficiency and
improved services in the transaction of the public business in the various departments,
agencies and instrumentalities of the executive branch of the state government, and in
making the operation of all state departments, agencies and instrumentalities, and all
expenditures of public funds, more directly responsive to the wishes of the people as
expressed by their elected representatives...

The Commission fulfills this charge by listening to the public, consulting
with the experts and conferring with the wise.  In the course of its
investigations, the Commission typically empanels advisory committees,
conducts public hearings and visits government operations in action.

Its conclusions are submitted to the Governor and the Legislature for
their consideration.  Recommendations often take the form of legislation,
which the Commission supports through the legislative process.
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“Democracy itself is a process of change, and satisfaction

and complacency are enemies of good government.”

Gove rnor Edm und G. “Pat” Brow n,
addre ssing th e  inaugural m e e ting of th e  Little  H oove r Com m ission,

April 24, 19 62, Sacram e nto, California
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